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can go forward. That’s how the country 
gets back together, and we shook 
hands. We talked about things that can 
be better, and we walked out of that 
grocery store thinking that tomorrow 
can be a better day. 

That’s what the thought in this coun-
try has always been. The future and 
the ability for our children can be bet-
ter than we’re at today. We can handle 
our energy needs, and we can create 
those jobs at home. We can make 
health care accessible, pay for it, con-
tinue to innovate. We can manufacture 
and make it here at home and out-com-
pete any nation in the world if we 
choose to invest in our greatest nat-
ural resource, our people. 

So now is the time to be smart on 
budgeting, pay the debt down, get a 
handle on things, get a handle on 
spending, make taxation fair but don’t 
shortchange the next generation, in-
vest in education, invest in infrastruc-
ture, invest in research. 

And I’m looking forward to the next 
2 years, and I think the American pub-
lic deserves nothing less than the best 
that we have to offer here, the voices 
across this country offering up solu-
tions, debating them in a fair manner 
on this floor, voting for them, and then 
realizing that just because you dis-
agree with someone doesn’t mean they 
don’t love this country. Just because 
they don’t vote the way you wanted to 
doesn’t mean they’re a communist or a 
socialist or un-American. 

What it means is we have the golden 
gift of being able to disagree, to debate 
on this House floor, and to take that 
debate to the American public in a 
civil, respectful manner with the un-
derstanding our neighbors love this 
country every bit as much as we do. 

f 

HOW BUSINESS GETS DONE IN 
WASHINGTON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) is recognized 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, this evening I want to 
take some time to talk about how busi-
ness gets done here in Washington. 
Now, I guess you can call this the les-
sons of a rookie. I’m starting my third 
year here, my second term; and during 
my first two years in the 111th Con-
gress, frankly, it was like it was poli-
tics as usual, and I think the American 
people have had enough of that. 

The American people are at a point 
where it’s not about Republicans, it’s 
not about Democrats. What they’re 
looking for are problem solvers; and, 
fundamentally, I think that is what’s 
most important as we go forward as 
problem solvers because we know this 
country is facing some tremendous 
issues. We are at record unemploy-
ment, the highest sustained level of un-
employment since the Great Depres-
sion. We have a national debt that has 
amassed to over $14 trillion, impacting 

our children and our grandchildren’s 
future. 

We have all kinds of significant 
issues facing this Nation, and we need 
solutions; but the solutions, they have 
to be solutions, I believe, that are not 
politics as usual. They need to be solu-
tions that are, frankly, based on what 
I call the principle of leadership. It’s 
the very foundation of how we make 
our decisions, not based on a political 
agenda, not based on the whims or the 
will of a few or many but, frankly, 
based on principles; and that’s what I 
want to spend some time this evening 
talking about, principled leadership. 

In my time in Congress, I’ve seen us 
make a lot of decisions, an awful lot of 
decisions. Many of those impact not 
just the Nation but the world, and I see 
decisions made by different Members 
using different methodology. For me, I 
really do fall back on principled leader-
ship. I actually fall back on values, 
principles that I learned as a youth. 
Frankly, I take them from my experi-
ence in Scouting, 41 years. This is my 
41st year in Scouting. It’s a great orga-
nization. It serves boys and girls and 
develops them into fine young people, 
productive, active citizens. 

When I make a decision, I ask myself 
four questions, and it may sound a lit-
tle old fashioned for some folks, but, 
frankly, it works for me and it works 
consistently. I ask myself four ques-
tions, principles that come from the 
Scout promise, actually. The first 
question I take from that Scout prom-
ise, that first question is when I’m 
making a decision, I’m faced with an 
issue and I need to decide, first ques-
tion is, what is my duty to God? Is the 
decision I’m making, is it righteous ac-
cording to God’s word? Is it according 
to my faith? Frankly, if the answer is 
‘‘no,’’ I don’t go any further on to ques-
tion two, three, and four. 

If I do go on, the next question is, 
what is my duty to the country? That 
is, frankly, what does the Constitution 
say about the decision that I’m about 
to make? 
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Is it according to the rule of law? Is 
it according to those liberties, those 
freedoms, those rights, and the dis-
tribution of powers that are outlined 
within the Constitution? Because there 
are certain things the Federal Govern-
ment is supposed to do, according to 
the Constitution. That amount of re-
sponsibility is literally very tiny, 
though, compared to what the States 
have retained for rights; and that is 
small compared to what we, as indi-
vidual citizens, have as all those rights 
that are provided through our creator. 

So my second question I ask, what is 
my duty to country? The third ques-
tion I ask myself in terms of principles 
is, what is my duty to others? Now, 
others for me are what I call the 660,000 
really smart people that I work for in 
the Pennsylvania Fifth Congressional 
District. It’s pretty easy to determine 
what the intended consequence is and 

the intended impact on the citizens 
that I serve and, frankly, that all of 
my colleagues serve. Because on the 
first page of any bill—I don’t care if 
it’s a one-page bill or it’s 2,000 pages, 
that intended consequence is pretty 
easily and clearly articulated. It’s the 
unintended consequences, however, 
that you have to work at. It’s the unin-
tended consequences that can have the 
most impact on the lives of the people 
that we serve. And that’s why commu-
nication is such an incredibly impor-
tant responsibility with our constitu-
ents, including why we’re here in 
Washington using different methods 
and an open-door policy and receiving, 
soliciting input, feedback from our 
constituents. 

But also certainly when we’re back 
in the district, and we’re in those com-
munities and we’re communicating 
with people, and they’re talking about 
the situations that they’re in, and how 
the Federal Government—the things 
that are going on are impacting their 
lives. That is tremendous, valuable in-
formation that we gain when we are 
back in the district, and that is what 
district work weeks are all about. It’s 
about communications and feedback 
with your employer, and it’s the people 
that you work for. 

Finally, for me, the fourth question I 
ask myself in terms of principles and 
principled leadership has to do with 
duty to self. And, again, I borrow from 
Scouting, my years and decades in 
Scouting. The questions I ask myself 
are: am I prepared to do my best on 
each and every decision I make? And 
that is, have I worked hard to get all 
the information that I need? Have I 
worked hard to reach out to my con-
stituents to find out, as I’ve read a bill, 
to make sure that they have access to 
it so that they understand and I can de-
termine and solicit from them their 
feedback and what the unintended con-
sequences are. Am I prepared to do my 
best? 

Those are principles that have served 
me well these first 2 years, and I cer-
tainly continue my commitment and 
follow principled leadership going for-
ward in serving both this country and 
certainly the citizens of the Pennsyl-
vania Fifth Congressional District. 

Another set of principles that I’m 
pleased to share tonight came from a 
group of citizens within the area of the 
Pennsylvania Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict, and these are principles that 
were outlined by citizens who were 
concerned. They were concerned over 
the past 2 years with the things that 
they saw going on in their Nation, in 
their country. They came together be-
cause they were afraid. They were 
afraid of what the future held. And this 
was in Lycoming County of the Penn-
sylvania Fifth Congressional District. 
But you know what, these are prin-
ciples that I have actually seen put for-
ward by everyday citizens all over the 
Nation, certainly throughout my con-
gressional district. 

And I appreciate the fact that they 
took the time to put this together. I 
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have a scroll here with—I’m not going 
to roll this out completely because it 
would definitely be a hazard. It is a 
wonderful scroll with over 4,000 names 
on it of individuals who have put their 
signatures to standing for principles 
and expectations from government. 

The principles, as put forward, were: 
‘‘We, the people of the city of Williams-
port, the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, and the United States of Amer-
ica, declare that we are free and inde-
pendent citizens, and that we are enti-
tled to inherent and inalienable rights 
for which our ancestors fought to pro-
tect and for which they established 
governments to ensure.’’ Rights that, 
within our founding documents, come 
from our creator. 

‘‘In the charters of those govern-
ments, our rights have been clearly and 
undeniably established to the exclusion 
of any encroachment by the civil serv-
ants elected to carry out the people’s 
business. However, a long train of 
abuses and usurpations has evinced a 
clear trend which, if followed to its log-
ical conclusion, would reduce the Peo-
ple under absolute Despotism. We pro-
test these encroachments upon our 
natural and indefeasible rights and lib-
erties and demand that they be re-
dressed.’’ And among the abuses, they 
outlined seven principles, you know, 
principles that I think are incredibly 
important, things that you’ve heard 
about already on the floor tonight. And 
as you tune in, these are issues that 
have taken front stage in terms of our 
national debate. 

Starting with taxation. You know, 
taxes have grown both continuously 
and geometrically both in the number 
and scope, such as greater than half of 
all of one’s income is now claimed by 
the government. Taxes are something 
that we battle on here. And it’s a fun-
damental decision of, first of all, the 
scope of government, what government 
should be in the business of doing, 
what constitutionally are those issues 
that should be funded. We are going to 
be engaging in significant debate 
through the rest of this week and cer-
tainly next week as we look at a con-
tinuing resolution of what is the proper 
role of government, and we will cer-
tainly be looking at how we fund that 
and the amount of taxes that are levied 
on individuals. 

We had that debate at the end of the 
111th Congress. In the 111th Congress, 
this country was facing the largest tax 
increase in its history, and it would 
have been devastating. It would have 
raised taxes on every American. It 
would have raised taxes on individuals, 
on families, on job creators, on small 
businesses. And I am pleased that in 
the 12th hour we were able to at least 
extend what’s called the ‘‘Bush-era tax 
cuts,’’ and that’s been good for Amer-
ica. Frankly, we should have been able 
to make them permanent. That is 
something I think we need to obviously 
continue to work towards. 

But at least by extending those, we 
were able to restore some certainty, 

some certainty for families, for indi-
viduals and, frankly, for job creators so 
that they could do their business plans 
and at least restore some confidence 
going forward in this economy, con-
fidence to allow small businesses to be 
able to invest their resources, to invest 
in capital, expanding and building a 
new site or business by expanding a 
product line or a service line, and hir-
ing, creating jobs. 

Frankly, many of the individuals 
over the past year and a half, as I’ve 
traveled around in my congressional 
district—and I talk with folks who I 
know are the job creators. These are 
individuals that every year would take 
their resources, their profit—and that’s 
not a bad word; that’s a good sign of 
good economic times—and they would 
reinvest a good portion of that profit 
back into their businesses, and they 
would create jobs. 

You know, in the past 2 years, be-
cause of uncertainty—much of it 
around taxation—they have been sit-
ting on the sidelines. They didn’t know 
what was coming. Health care, the 
ObamaCare that would raise taxes 
would put mandates. If you are an em-
ployer with more than 50 employees, 
that means that more financial bur-
dens are going to be placed on you, 
more mandates, so there is no encour-
agement to grow your business. I was 
very pleased when we were able to ex-
tend those tax cuts. That’s the Amer-
ican people’s money. They have had 
that for almost a decade, so we need to 
continue that. 

The second principle that these good 
folks have identified is national debt. 
The public credit has been tapped be-
yond any reasonable ability to repay 
within the current generation. I think 
our national debt is somewhere 
around—every man, woman, and child. 
I go out into schools, and I like to read 
to the kindergarten kids. But I love 
getting out to the seniors because they 
are getting ready to go out into the 
world. They are just on the threshold 
of life. And I usually open up by say-
ing, First of all, I work for you. I’m 
your Member of Congress. I work for 
you. And each of you owes $143,000, and 
I don’t take checks. 
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And that’s a good icebreaker, for a 
sad notation of that really is how much 
each of them, each of them owes to-
wards our national debt. And so we are 
approaching over $14 trillion at this 
point. What that does, I think, is, 
frankly, it’s probably our largest 
threat that we have to national secu-
rity, the fact that we have that much 
debt accumulated, and that 60 percent 
of that debt is held by foreign coun-
tries. Our number one lender is China. 
And I think that just puts us in a very, 
very dangerous situation for the fu-
ture. 

So I am joined this evening by a good 
friend of mine who lives in Lycoming 
County. Mr. MARINO, if you want to 
step up and talk a little bit about your 

thoughts on national debt and what 
that means to us going forward that 
would be great. Go ahead and join me 
at the podium there. This is a great 
Member, TOM MARINO. He represents a 
neighboring district of mine. We share 
two counties. I’ve known TOM for a 
long time. I worked in health care in 
Lycoming County for about 28 years. 
TOM’s a former district attorney there, 
a native son, and I was real glad, real 
proud to see him come to Congress. 
And so I’m going to yield to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, I come to 
the floor this evening to applaud my 
good colleague and friend from Penn-
sylvania. In fact, our districts border 
one another. And we have the same 
philosophies because we’re so close— 
our districts overlap. We share a couple 
of counties. And we both share the sen-
timents of our constituents, the people 
who voted for us, the people who didn’t 
vote for us. We have a job to do. We’ve 
been hired and directed to be sent to 
Washington and very clearly told what 
we need to do, and that is, to continue 
to cut taxes, cut the spending, and 
downsize Washington, which a com-
bination of those three will create jobs. 

Like my good friend from Pennsyl-
vania, we need to get back to a simple 
time when we look at the Constitution, 
we apply the Constitution, we follow 
the Constitution, and in doing that, 
I’m confident that we are on the right 
track. I know our constituents from 
Williamsport may be watching us and 
from around the district. And I want to 
tell those individuals, as well as any-
one else watching around the country, 
that we work for you. We know what 
the message was, and we have started 
that process. 

I look forward to, as my good col-
league does, us reaching across the 
aisle, working with our colleagues 
there to improve the quality of life for 
people in this country, to make sure 
that our children hopefully have a bet-
ter life than we do, and to make cer-
tain that we do not strap them with 
this unbelievable cost and debt that 
I’m afraid if we do not take control of 
this now, we will absolutely lose total 
control of it. And we just have no idea 
of how far our finances can be plunged 
into total chaos. 

So, again, I want to thank my col-
league for having me here. I’m going to 
sit and listen to more of this debate. I 
appreciate the time. 

I want to say hello to my friends 
back in my hometown of Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania, and the people in the 
10th Congressional District, and also 
my friends in the adjoining district of 
my good colleague from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. I 
thank the gentleman for joining me to-
night on the floor to kind of share 
about principles and the needs that we 
have there that we’re faced with. 
Again, these are difficult times. One of 
the things in terms of this much debt 
that’s out there, it reminds me of, we 
just hit kind of a milestone of being 
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married for 30 years not long ago. And 
soon after my wife and I were married, 
we bought a house, and it was a time 
where the country was facing a similar 
situation, such high unemployment 
and, frankly, high inflation. And this is 
a tremendous concern that I have that 
with all this borrowing and this debt, 
inflation will naturally follow. And, in 
fact, frankly this was at the term of 
President Jimmy Carter. We were 
looking at real estate. It was a time of 
stagflation, both high inflation and 
high unemployment. And my wife and I 
bought a home. We got a great deal be-
cause real estate wasn’t selling, much 
like today. And we thought we got a— 
we got a first-time state mortgage 
rate, and we thought we were just 
doing great because we got this inter-
est rate. I believe it was 18 percent, 
which was pretty good because at the 
time the banks under this type of infla-
tion that naturally comes from this 
kind of borrowing and spending, the 
banks were lending at 20, 21 percent in-
terest. So it’s something we have a re-
sponsibility, not just to today’s genera-
tion, but our children, our grand-
children, to get this national debt 
under consideration. 

The next principle I wanted to touch 
on was national defense. And the prin-
ciples as presented here talk about, 
you know, frankly the placement of 
troops without formal acts of war and 
the concern with that. But it also goes 
on the fact that we put so much into 
fears of war. I happen to believe—I’ve 
got a son and a daughter-in-law in the 
United States Army. They were just 
married yesterday, actually. They’re in 
Washington here with us a couple of 
days. And I’m very proud of our troops 
and what they do. I believe that con-
stitutionally, the national defense real-
ly is our most important job. It’s up 
front in the Constitution that that’s 
what we should do. 

Within the principles outlined here 
before you, it also—this is the finer 
print, it’s hard to read, but it talks 
about the fact is we can’t ignore na-
tional defense here at home. And we’ve 
got threats here. We know that. When 
you look at the southern border, in 
particular, and just the unchecked ille-
gal immigration into this country, and 
I realize many of those folks are com-
ing in search of a better way of life. 
But frankly, there are folks coming in 
here that I think could easily come 
across the borders, and probably have, 
that seek to do us harm, and the things 
that they can carry across that border. 
And so we need to make sure that we 
are securing that border. We should be 
doing everything we possibly can. I 
think that this principle speaks to 
that. And I think that this country’s 
been failing at making sure that our 
ports and our borders are ultimately 
safe. This is a different day. This is 
when our enemies don’t wear a uniform 
and don’t march under a specific flag. 
We have to take the measures and the 
precautions to make sure that the 
American people stay safe. That is our 

number one job in this country, safety 
and security. 

The fourth principle under here to be 
addressed is political corruption. That 
is something that, frankly, we need in-
dividuals at all levels of government 
that are public servants, that approach 
their jobs with a servant’s heart, as op-
posed to being self-serving. And I know 
that Mr. MARINO, who is now in Con-
gress, has that servant’s heart. Many of 
my new Members, new colleagues, and 
certainly folks I’ve served with for the 
past 2 years have that focus and com-
mitment, frankly, of service and sac-
rifice to our constituents. And so I 
think that is something that I respect, 
the fact that that is on here. That is 
certainly something that’s important; 
that the people that are here are serv-
ing, not just at the Federal level but 
the State level and local level, for the 
right reasons. 

Central banking and money. I’m 
going to switch these charts just to be 
able to read them a little better. 
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The fact that the U.S. Congress real-
ly has delegated, and I think illegally, 
their vested powers, coining money, 
taxation, regulation of commerce, 
making treaties, appropriating public 
money, all of the things that the pow-
ers of the House in particular is in the 
legislative branch. 

We have three branches of govern-
ment, but they are not equal. They are 
cosovereign, but they are not coequal. 
And we have delegated over, not just 2 
years but many years, much of our au-
thority, much of our responsibility as 
the legislative branch to the adminis-
trative branch. Much of that has been 
very inappropriate, and I think it’s a 
time of going back to our roots and 
making sure we go back to those 
founding principles and looking at 
what is it that we are supposed to be 
doing that we have deferred, that we 
have designated and allowed the ad-
ministrative branch to now do. 

Certainly principle number six, the 
central planning: The constant inter-
vention of the economy through regu-
lations, subsidies, tariffs, taxes, poli-
cies have altered the fabric of the Na-
tion’s free market economy in just 
these past 2 years, and we are dealing 
with it now. We voted to repeal the Pa-
tient Protection Affordable Health 
Care Act. The media sometimes refers 
to that as the Obamacare plan, and we 
voted and passed on a bipartisan way 
to repeal that bill for that very reason 
of that top-down approach. Washington 
is famous for a top-down approach, a 
cookie-cutter approach. I have seen 
that in my service on the Education 
Committee where it is a cookie cutter. 

No Child Left Behind believes that 
every child should go to college. Well, 
that’s great. If that child has that aspi-
ration and those attributes, that’s won-
derful. I’m going to be dedicated to 
making sure we make that as afford-
able and as accessible as possible. But 
not every child is on that path. Some 

children, it will be technical training. 
Some children, it will be going into the 
military and learning a skill or trade 
there. Some will be going right into 
the workforce. 

We need to be empowering through 
education, not top down from a central 
planning way from the national gov-
ernment. We should be empowering our 
best resources for making sure that 
every child’s individual potential is de-
veloped. Do you know who that is? 
That’s the parents, the teachers, the 
administrators. It’s the local school 
board members, that governing body 
and the local school boards. That’s the 
way the founders intended it, because 
they knew which way it would work 
best. 

Well, I am joined by another neigh-
bor of mine across the State line to the 
north, Mr. TOM REED from the great 
State of New York. Mr. REED, thanks 
for joining us tonight. 

Mr. REED. Thank you very much. 
I stand today to join my colleague 

and applaud my colleague for coming 
to the floor of the House to articulate 
what are truly our founding and our 
core principles. We should be going 
back to our Constitution on a regular 
basis and always recognize that what 
our Founding Fathers envisioned for 
America was a limited Federal Govern-
ment; not an America that guarantees 
everyone success in life, but, rather, a 
government that guarantees that every 
American, every man, woman, and 
child in America has the opportunity 
to succeed. 

We do not at the Federal Government 
level pick winners and losers. What we 
should do is always guarantee that the 
opportunity in America is there for our 
young men, women, and children of the 
generations of today and the genera-
tions of tomorrow to have the oppor-
tunity to succeed and control their 
own destiny. 

I see an America right now, my good 
friend from Pennsylvania who is ar-
ticulating here today, the concerns 
that the Nation of America truly is 
fighting for its existence. 

We see a national debt that is at $14 
trillion in publicly held debt. You talk 
to people about the unfunded liability 
of putting that national debt at $200 
trillion, plus or minus. That’s $242,000 
for each man, woman, and child in 
America. That is not sustainable. That 
will not protect this Nation for genera-
tions of today and of tomorrow and for 
generations that are not even con-
templated as we sit here tonight. 

We have an obligation to stand for 
this wonderful Nation, and I am proud 
to join my colleague from Pennsyl-
vania and come here tonight and cry 
out for America to say we need to 
stand once again. 

We need to fight for our very exist-
ence, because that existence is threat-
ened from that financial insecurity 
that is brought on by this national 
debt. And I am so confident that when 
we stand together, when we come into 
this Chamber and we have the open and 
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vigorous debate that we are going to 
have and that we will have, America 
will prosper. We will make the hard de-
cisions, and we will stand proudly as 
one Nation for many generations to 
come that will be the beacon and the 
light to the world for so many who so 
need us and who so want us to succeed, 
and we are committed to that effort. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. I 
thank my good friend for joining us to-
night. 

The last principle is one I am proud 
to say we have taken some action on 
here. It has to do with legislation, the 
common practice for Congress to short-
cut things, shortcut the process, not 
follow regular order, open rules, allow-
ing all Members of Congress to offer 
amendments. 

In my first 2 years of Congress, I 
never experienced one open rule. I 
didn’t know what it was like. And I was 
shocked to find out that that is nor-
mally how you do business; that pre-
dominantly, most of the time, it’s 
under open rule. 

Some of the things we put in place 
with the rules package is requiring 
bills to be published ahead of time so 
that not only us as Members of Con-
gress but our constituents can read 
them, and we have that chance to so-
licit input from them, to get that feed-
back on the unintended consequences 
and how it may impact them; the fact 
that we are now requiring you have to 
give some evidence, some documenta-
tion of where the constitutional au-
thority is for doing this bill now, try-
ing to keep germaneness in terms of 
what we put forward versus these thou-
sands-of-pages bills that are just a mis-
match of different topics. 

So I thank my colleagues tonight for 
joining me in this. I certainly thank 
the patriots, like those folks from Wil-
liamsport, Pennsylvania, who joined in 
sharing those principles that we have, 
those patriots like that all over this 
Nation. We are just so appreciative for 
what they do for this country as well. 

f 

RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion from the House of Representa-
tives: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, February 9, 2011. 

Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I hereby give notice of 
my resignation from the United States 
House of Representatives, effective 5:00 p.m., 
Eastern Standard Time, Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 9, 2011. Attached is the letter I sub-
mitted to Governor Andrew Cuomo. 

Sincerely, 
CHRISTOPHER J. LEE, 

Member of Congress. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, February 9, 2011. 

Hon. ANDREW M. CUOMO, 
Governor of New York State, State Capitol 

Building Albany, NY. 
DEAR GOVERNOR CUOMO: I hereby submit 

my resignation as United States Representa-
tive of the 26th District of New York, effec-
tive 5:00 p.m., Eastern Standard Time, 
Wednesday, February 9, 2011. Attached is the 
letter I submitted to Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives. 

Sincerely, 
CHRISTOPHER J. LEE, 

Member of Congress. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of 
the resignation of the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. LEE), the whole number 
of the House is 434. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. BACHUS (at the request of Mr. 
CANTOR) for today on account of at-
tending the funeral of a very close 
friend in Athens, Georgia. 

Mr. BILBRAY (at the request of Mr. 
CANTOR) for today and the balance of 
the week on account of a family med-
ical emergency. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 5 o’clock and 58 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, February 10, 2011, at 10 a.m. 
for morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

297. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense, Department of De-
fense, transmitting the Department’s annual 
report for fiscal year 2010 on the quality of 
health care furnished under the health care 
programs of the Department of Defense; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

298. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a report 
entitled ‘‘ Macroeconomic Effects of Risk 
Retention Requirements’’; to the Committee 
on Financial Services. 

299. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting A Study 
of the Effects of Size and Complexity of Fi-
nancial Institutions on Capital Market Effi-
ciency and Economic Growth; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

300. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a report 
entitled ‘‘Study and Recommendations Re-
garding Concentration Limits on Large Fi-
nancial Companies’’; to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 

301. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting a report entitled ‘‘Health, United 
States, 2010’’; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

302. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s report on Foreign Policy-Based Ex-
port Controls for 2011; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

303. A letter from the President, African 
Development Foundation, transmitting a 
letter fulfilling the annual requirements 
contained in the Inspector General Act of 
1978, as amended, covering the period Octo-
ber 1, 2009 to September 30, 2010, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act), section 5(b); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

304. A letter from the Executive Director, 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, 
transmitting the Federal Activities Inven-
tory Reform Act of 1998 (FAIR Act), the 
Commission’s inventory of commercial ac-
tivities for fiscal year 2010; to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

305. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting 
Transmittal of D.C. ACT 18-656, ‘‘District of 
Columbia Housing Authority Board of Com-
missioners Amendment Act of 2010’’; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

306. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting 
Transmittal of D.C. ACT 18-690, ‘‘Not-for- 
Profit Hospital Corporation Personnel Ad-
ministration Temporary Amendment Act of 
2010’’; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

307. A letter from the Executive Analyst, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting a report pursuant to the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

308. A letter from the Executive Analyst, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting a report pursuant to the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

309. A letter from the Legal Counsel, Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission, 
transmitting a report pursuant to the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

310. A letter from the General Counsel, In-
stitute of Museum and Library Services, 
transmitting a report pursuant to the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

311. A letter from the Chairman, National 
Transportation Safety Board, transmitting 
the Board’s report on the actions taken to 
ensure that audits are conducted of its pro-
grams and operations for fiscal year 2010, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. 8G(h)(2); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

312. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; British Aerospace Regional Air-
craft Models Jetstream Series 3101 and Jet-
stream Model 3201 Airplanes [Docket No.: 
FAA-2010-0942; Directorate Identifier 2010- 
CE-049-AD; Amendment 39-16535; AD 2010-25- 
02] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received January 14, 
2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

313. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
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